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27, 2020 on the Emergency Reporting Act. On
March 10, 2020, the Subcommittee marked up
the Emergency Reporting Act, and the full
Committee did so on July 15, 2020. On Sep-
tember 21, 2020, the full House passed the
bill via voice vote. Sadly, the Senate did not
take up this critical bill.

On February 25, 2021, the legislation was
reintroduced by Reps. DORIS MATSUI, MIKE
THOMPSON, JARED HUFFMAN, GUS BILIRAKIS,
and myself. Senators KLOBUCHAR and BURR
have companion legislation in the Senate.

H.R. 1250 is critical legislation for Califor-
nians impacted by wildfires. It will also help
those on the Gulf Coast victimized by hurri-
canes, Midwesterners who've had their com-
munities destroyed by tornadoes, and those in
the Northeast who have experienced far too
many superstorms.

| urge my House colleagues to once again
vote for the Emergency Reporting Act and
urge the Senate to do so as well.

———

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF
THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN
WARS (VFW) POST 80565 IN
O’FALLON, ILLINOIS

HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 20, 2021

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the Centennial Anniversary of SGT.
Charles A. Fricke VFW Post 805 in O’Fallon,
lllinois. On July 25, 1921, 25 members of the
United States of America VFW established the
Erwin L. Dann VFW Post 805 in Waterloo,
which moved to East St. Louis and consoli-
dated with two other posts in 1927. Sergeant
Dann, a Waterloo native, was 22 years old
when he was killed during the Meuse-Argonne
Offensive on September 26, 1918. A genera-
tion later, a separate group of East St. Louis
veterans returned home from World War Il
and established SGT. Charles A. Fricke VFW
Post 8475 on October 15, 1946. Sergeant
Charles A. “Chub” Fricke was one of 18 em-
ployees of the city’s Alcoa Aluminum Ore Fac-
tory who perished during the war. He was
mortally injured by a mortar shell during the
Battle of Anizo, passing away four days later
at the age of 20. On April 29, 1987, the two
posts were consolidated into one, based in
O’Fallon. In order to preserve the legacy of
both posts, they maintained the number from
the longer-tenured post, 805, and carried the
name from the other, SGT. Charles A. Fricke.
Today, SGT. Charles A Fricke VFW Post 805
has about 600 members and is the largest
VFW Post in the 14th District of the Depart-
ment of lllinois. Several times over the last
100 years, VFW Post 805 has been des-
ignated as an All-State and All-American VFW
Post, including in 2021. In 2018-2019, Post
805 was selected as one of 61 posts out of
6200 worldwide to be recognized as a Na-
tional Outstanding Community Service Post.
One of the most active and successful VFW
Posts in lllinois, members work together to
serve and support fellow veterans, their fami-
lies, and the community. They have organized
blood drives and maintain one of the most ac-
tive and prestigious Honor Guard and Color
Guard teams in the St. Louis metropolitan
area. Madam Speaker, please join me in hon-
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oring the SGT. Charles A. Fricke VFW Post
805 on their milestone Centennial Anniversary.
On behalf of Southern lllinois, | thank them for
their service, and happy anniversary.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TED BUDD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 20, 2021

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, my flight was
delayed three hours causing me to depart
North Carolina after the vote began. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 209.

———

APPRECIATING DONALD
RUMSFELD

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 20, 2021

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, America has lost a Patriot with the
death of former Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld, the youngest Secretary when serv-
ing in the Gerald Ford Administration and the
eldest in the George W. Bush Administration.
His service has been successful in protecting
American families by defeating terrorists over-
seas. The Wall Street Journal on July 1st, edi-
torialized his dedication for America:

DONALD H. RUMSFELD

Few men have had more consequential ca-
reers in public and private life than Donald
Rumsfeld, the senior adviser to three Presi-
dents and business executive, who died Tues-
day at age 88.

A conservative Midwesterner, he served in
the Navy and won a seat in Congress from I1-
linois in 1962. Richard Nixon spotted his tal-
ent and brought him in as an adviser. His
star rose quickly and he became chief of staff
and then secretary of Defense for Gerald
Ford, the youngest Pentagon chief at age 43.

Outside of politics, Rummy, as he was
sometimes known, was the CEO of G.D.
Searle, the pharmaceutical firm, from 1977-
1985 and advised Gilead Sciences in its early
days as a director and chairman of the board.

Rumsfeld was most controversial during
his second stint as Defense secretary in man-
aging the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. He
pressed the military to refine its invasion
plans that in both cases achieved their goals
quickly and with few casualties. But he un-
derestimated the strength and nature of the
insurgency in Iraq, and he failed to change
strategy. President George W. Bush didn’t
help by failing to settle disputes between
State and Defense. Mr. Bush replaced Rums-
feld in 2006 to implement the surge that pre-
vented a U.S. defeat.

Rumsfeld didn’t suffer naifs, or journalists,
gladly. But we always enjoyed the give and
take and learned a great deal listening to
him. He was a patriot willing to challenge
recalcitrant bureaucracies, which we need
more of today.
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CELEBRATING THE CAREER AND
LEGACY OF SPRINGFIELD TOWN-
SHIP POLICE CHIEF ROBERT
BROWDER

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 20, 2021

Mr. WENSTRUP. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to thank Springfield Township Police
Chief Robert Browder for his service to our
community.

Chief Browder began his career in law en-
forcement in 1986 as a Police Dispatcher, be-
fore being sworn in as a Police Officer with
the Golf Manor Police Department in 1988.

After spending over two decades in law en-
forcement, he was promoted to Assistant Po-
lice Chief of Springfield Township. He served
as Assistant Police Chief for 10 years, over-
seeing all department operations, before being
promoted to Chief of Police in 2015.

Throughout his distinguished career, Chief
Browder has served the Hamilton County As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police as Treasurer in
2016, Vice President in 2017, and President in
2018.

In addition to his service in law enforce-
ment, Rob is a dedicated husband and father.
His accomplishments throughout his career at-
test to his integrity, perseverance, and moral
strength.

Chief Browder served with diligence and
honor throughout his career. | thank Rob for
his service to our community. | wish him the
best in his retirement.

——————

CONGRATULATING GARRETT L.
RESSING ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM FEDERAL SERVICE

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 20, 2021

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to ask the House to join me in recognizing
Garrett L. Ressing for his thirty years of out-
standing federal service as a civilian attorney
for the Department of the Navy’s Office of the
General Counsel (OGC). He lives in Southern
Maryland, in the Fifth District, and | am hon-
ored to represent him and so many other tal-
ented and hardworking federal civilian employ-
ees in Congress.

Since he began his distinguished career
with OGC in 1990, Garrett has held several at-
torney positions. Notably, he became a mem-
ber of the Senior Executive Service in Novem-
ber 2008. In April 2015, he was selected to
serve as the Deputy General Counsel, and in
March 2019 he was designated Principal Dep-
uty General Counsel. During his tenure in this
last position as the Navy Department’'s most
senior career attorney, Garrett twice served as
the Acting General Counsel of the Navy—a
presidentially appointed, Senate-confirmed po-
sition—from March 2019 to January 2020 and
again from January 2021 to August 2021.

Garrett excelled at advising the Secretary of
the Navy during an unprecedented global pan-
demic. He provided steady leadership during a
time of major change within the Department of
the Navy and furnished crucial legal and oper-
ational advice necessary to move the Navy
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forward in light of an increasingly complex
global security environment. Garrett has distin-
guished himself as an attorney who worked
tirelessly to provide proactive, accurate, and
innovative legal advice on legally complex,
sensitive issues impacting operations, procure-
ment, fiscal matters, labor, ethics issues, envi-
ronmental concerns, and intelligence law. Fur-
thermore, he has demonstrated an unmatched
record of leadership while overseeing the pro-
vision of legal advice by more than 800 civilian
and military attorneys within OGC, ensuring
the successful execution of Navy and Marine
Corps missions worldwide.

Throughout his career, Garrett has received
various awards for his outstanding contribu-
tions to the Navy, the Department of Defense
(DoD), and our nation. These include the De-
partment of the Navy Meritorious and Superior
Civilian Service Awards, the Presidential Rank
Award of Meritorious Executive, and other per-
formance-related accolades.

Madam Speaker, | offer Garrett my con-
gratulations on retiring from federal service
after a career of great contribution to our Na-
tion’s defense and to the well-being of all
those who have served in the Navy. | hope all
of my colleagues will join me in recognizing
Garrett L. Ressing as he reaches this mile-
stone and in wishing him all the best in the fu-
ture.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF
COMMANDER MERLE SMITH

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 20, 2021

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today in honor of the
life of the late Commander Merle James Smith
Jr., the first Black graduate of the United
States Coast Guard (USCG) Academy in New
London, CT, and the first Black officer to com-
mand a warship in close quarters combat.
Commander Smith passed away June 16,
2021, at the age of 76. It was an honor to
know Commander Merle Smith and bare wit-
ness to all the incredible milestones he
achieved in his life. He was a true patriot who
always placed others before himself.

Born in Greenville, South Carolina to retired
Army Colonel Merle James Smith Sr. and Jac-
queline T. Smith, Merle grew up in many cities
across the United States as well as Germany
and Japan. He graduated from Aberdeen High
School in Maryland before choosing to attend
the Coast Guard Academy in 1962 to play
football under the coaching of Otto Graham,
the former professional Cleveland Browns
quarterback player.

Graduating with a degree in marine engi-
neering in 1966, Officer Smith’s first assign-
ment was to serve aboard the Minnetonka as
a communication officer. He went on to com-
mand the Coast Guard Cutter, Cape Walsh,
for two years before joining forces in Vietnam
where he commanded the USCG Cutters
Point Mast and Point Ellie, and made history
serving as the first Black commanding officer
in close quarters combat. He commanded
these ships through more than eighty fire sup-
port missions during the successful Operation
Market Time, which halted the movement of
supplies into South Vietnam. For his heroic
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service, Commander Smith earned a Bronze
star, a Navy Meritorious Unit Citation, Presi-
dential Unit Citation, Vietnamese Cross of Gal-
lantry and Vietnam Campaign Medal, among
several other accolades.

After returning from the war, Commander
Smith was stationed at Coast Guard Head-
quarters in Washington, D.C. There, he at-
tended George Washington University’s
School of Law where he met his wife of 47
years, Lynda. Upon graduating with a Juris
Doctor, Commander Smith moved back to
Connecticut to resume his activities at the
Academy, this time as a professor in Jaw. As
expected, Commander Smith excelled in his
role as a professor and gained notoriety for
his ability to keep his students engaged. Com-
mander Smith went on to teach for 13 years
and after enriching the minds of thousands of
cadets—Commander Smith retired from this
role and his active duty service in 1979. Com-
mander Smith’s service to our nation however
continued at the Coast Guard Reserves for
nine years as Commander of the Coast Guard
Reserve. Commander Smith simultaneously
was recruited by our nation’s largest sub-
marine manufacturer, General Dynamic Elec-
tric Boat, to join their legal team. Commander
Smith worked at Electric Boat for 16 years and
made his way up to Chief Council before offi-
cially retiring in 1995. From beginning to end,
awe inspiring is the only way to really describe
what was Commander Smith’s career and life.
To memorialize all he did for our nation—the
Coast Guard Academy announced it will re-
name its Military Officers Club in honor of him
and here in D.C.—our very own National Mu-
seum of African American History and Culture
proclaimed that they will set up a special ex-
hibit in honor of Commander Smith and his
life.

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to represent
constituents who are as humble, dutiful, and
distinguished as Commander Smith. While we
mourn his passing, we can take pride in his
legacy which will continue to echo through the
United States Coast Guard community as an
example to our future military leaders. Please
keep Commander Smith’s family—his loving
wife Lynda, children Merle J. Smith Ill, Chel-
sea, and Danielle—in your thoughts as they
now carry his memory forward. | ask that the
entire House join me in recognizing his life
and service to our nation.

MORE FUNDING FOR POLICING

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 20, 2021

Mr. SABLAN. Madam Speaker, today, | in-
troduce legislation that gives this House an
opportunity to provide more funding for polic-
ing.

gMy bill does this by allowing the Northern
Mariana Islands and American Samoa to be
treated as two separate entities for the pur-
poses of the Byrne Memorial Justice Assist-
ance Grant program. Currently, the Marianas
and American Samoa are lumped together for
funding, unlike the other U.S. insular areas—
Puerto Rico, Guam, and the United States Vir-
gin Islands—which are treated as individual ju-
risdictions, as are all fifty States.
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By fixing this inequity in funding for police in
the Northern Marianas and American Samoa,
we can help our men and women in blue re-
ceive the necessary training and equipment
they need to keep our communities safe. Mak-
ing this change will also provide more funding
to support prosecutors and the courts, as well
as justice-related initiatives aimed at crime
prevention.

Local law enforcement is increasingly the
first line of defense against the evolving secu-
rity threats our country faces. We must do all
we can to recognize the vital role of our police
in maintaining public safety.

The gentlelady from American Samoa, Mrs.
RADEWAGEN, and the gentleman from Hawaii,
Mr. KAHELE, are original cosponsors of the bill.

| urge my colleagues to support this bipar-
tisan legislation.

——————

THE AMERICAN IDEAL

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 20, 2021

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, recently, | re-
ceived an impassioned letter from Elizabeth
Bradley of Bessemer City, North Carolina,
about the American ideal.

In her letter she writes, “The American ideal
is the revolutionary thought that it is not by
government, nor wealth, nor any human inter-
vention that people have rights, but by the di-
vine power of God.”

Ms. Bradley is exactly right, Madam Speak-
er.

The American ideal has withstood the test
of time because of those who put their faith in
God’s plan rather than their own.

Madam Speaker, let us never forget that we
are one nation under God, and the freedoms
we proudly espouse are a gift that He has be-
stowed upon us.

THE AMERICAN IDEAL

My name is Elizabeth Bradley, and I am 18
years old. Recently the President challenged
anyone to define America, claiming that it
could not be done. I felt lead to write this
short essay, not only defining what is truly
American and outlining the most basic steps
towards restoring us to our former glory. I
encourage the reader to share the ideas pre-
sented in this essay at any and every oppor-
tunity, and I thank the reader in advance for
taking the time to read them.

It comes upon my conscience this day,
July 2, 2021, to make note of the American
Ideal, which is the very thing that has been
the cornerstone of my upbringing and second
only in my very identity to my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. I am inclined to write
this not only for myself but for the mul-
titude like me who are filled with anguish at
the state of the nation in which we live. I
struggled in my younger years with the idea
that my country is so divided against itself.
I have many times over feared the self-divi-
sion or conquering of the U.S. by a foreign
power. But it occurs to me now that America
is not and never, in concept or reality, has
been a particular plot of land. The United
States as we call it is only the land in which
the American Ideal has been allowed to
flourish. And while it will be a dismal day
when the current government and land are
inevitably overrun, America is not a thing
that can truly be destroyed. America is an
idea, a rather great one, in which people are
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